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1. EGYPTIAN MISSION TODAY ASKED US ELATLY WHAT ELEMENTS THE US 
COULD ACCEPT IN A BRIBE RESOLUTION THAT WOULD BE DESIGNED TO 
EOLLOW VETO OE A SYRIAN-SPONSORED RESOLUTION. AMB SHERER 
AND MISOEE MET WITH EGYPTIAN DEPUTY PERMREP AHMED TO DISCUSS 
THE MATTER. 

2. AMB AHMED SAID THE EGYPTIAN DELEGATION WAS SEEKING A WAY TO 
LEAD THE PLO TOWARD THE GENEVA NEGOTIATING PROCESS. IE THE 
CURRENT DEBATE PRODUCED NOTHING BUT A VETO, EGYPT RELIEVED 

THE PLO WOULD RETURN TO VIOLENCE AND MODERATES THROUGHOUT THE 
ARAB WORLD WOULD BE ISOLATED. HE ASKED WHAT U.S. OUTER LIMITS 
WERE ON A RESOLUTION ADDRESSING THE POLITICAL STATUS OF THE 
PALESTINIANS IF A VETO WERE TO BE AVOIDED. 

3. SHERER SAID THAT WE VERY MUCH APPRECIATED EGYPT'S CON- 
SULTING US ON SO IMPORTANT A MATTER. IT WAS IMPOSSIBLE, HOWEVER, 
TO RESPOND HYPOTHETICALLY TO AHMED'S QUESTIONS; ONE SIMPLY HAD 
TO LOOK AT A TEXT SINCE DIEFICULT QUESTIONS OE BALANCE 

WERE INVOLVED. IN PRINCIPLE, SHERER CONTINUED, IT WAS 
DIEFICULT TO SEE HOW THE US, IN THIS EMOTION-CHARGED DEBATE, 
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TO DO so RISKED REJECTION BY ISRAEL OF THE GENEVA ERAMEWORK, 
DAMAGING U.S. AND EGYPTIAN INTERESTS AND JEOPARDIZING THE 
PROSPECTS FOR PEACE. WHAT THE US WAS PREPARED TO SUPPORT 
WAS A RESOLUTION REAEFIRMING 242 AND 338 AND CALLING FOR THE 
RENEWAL OE A GENEVA CONEERENCE OR PREPARATORY COMMITTEE AT 
WHICH ALL MATTERS, PROCEDURAL AND SUBSTANTIVE, COULD BE 
DISCUSSED. 

4. AHMED ASKED IE SHERER MEANT BY HIS REFERENCE TO PAST 
EORMULATIONS THAT THE US WOULD HAVE TO VETO A REEERENCE TO 
PALESTINIAN "RIGHTS" AS DISTINCT EROM LEGITIMATE INTERESTS. 
SHERER SAID HE HAD NO INSTRUCTIONS ON THAT POINT, BUT 
ASSUMED FROM HIS GUIDANCE THAT THE US WOULD INDEED HAVE TO 
VOTE AGAINST A RESOLUTION CONTAINING SUCH LANGUAGE. 

5. AHMED ARGUED THAT THE PALESTINIANS HAD NATIONAL RIGHTS AND 
THE LEAST THE COUNCIL COULD DO WAS TO ACKNOWLEDGE THEM. HE 
SAID THE PHRASE "LEGITIMATE INTERESTS" HAD BECOME ANATHEMA 
TO THE PLO, AND EGYPT WOULD NOT THINK OP PRESENTING A RESO- 
LUTION DESCRIBING PALESTINIAN POLITICAL STATUS IN THAT WAY. 

6. EINALLY, AHMED ASKED SHERER TO PUT TO WASHINGTON A 
RESOLUTION CONTAINING TWO PARAGRAPHS ONLY. THE PIRST WOULD 
"RECOGNIZE THE NATIONAL RIGHTS OP THE PALESTINIAN PEOPLE 
AND THE RIGHT OP EVERY STATE IN THE AREA TO LIVE IN PEACE 
WITHIN SECURE AND RECOGNIZED BOUNDARIES." THE SECOND 
WOULD CALL FOR RECONVENING GENEVA CONFERENCE, WITH NO 
MENTION OP PALESTINIAN OR PLO PARTICIPATION. WHAT SHALL 

WE TELL HIM? 

7. INCIDENTALLY, AHMED REPERRED TO RECENT DISCUSSIONS BETWEEN 
PAHMY AND AMBASSADOR EIT.TS CONCERNING THE DEBATE. WE WOULD 
APPRECIATE EMBASSY CAIRO'S REPORTS OP THESE BEING 
TRANSMITTED TO USUN. 
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